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A new grassroots industry called personal photo organizing 
has been growing to meet the needs of consumers who are 
overwhelmed with their lifetime of photos. We live in an 
increasing, complex technical world, yet, as human beings, we 
have not changed in our need to tell a story. It is through stories 
that we connect and one of the ways we tell our stories is through 
our photos. With the introduction of digital cameras and mobile 
phones, people are now taking photos at a record pace and 
sharing them on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and other photo 
sharing sites. 

Yet, people are also finding they don't have time to sort 
through and organize the thousands upon thousands of photos they 
are accumulating, let alone print them. The result is a consumer 
who is overwhelmed and paralyzed. In addition to digital photos, 
hundreds of thousands of printed photos languish in shoeboxes and 
bins. Thus, the need for a solution has emerged and the photo 
organizers are stepping in to fill that need. There are now 
hundreds of small independent business owners offering their 
services in 48 states and six countries. By providing personal one-
on-one assistance, the photo organizers are helping consumers 
reconnect with their photos and videos again.  

At the conclusion of this presentation, the attendee will have 
learned why there is a need for photo organizers, who the target 
market is for photo organizers, how a photo organizer charges for 
their time, the five most common services a photo organizer 
provides, and how the Association of Personal Photo Organizers 
supports this growing industry. 

someday
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do something 

Emerging Opportunities:  

Businesses, Associations, and Organizations:

Attorneys: 

Single Working Fathers:

Crop ‘til You Drop Events,
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 of Ethics

Services, Not Manufacturing, Will Revive The 
U.S. Workforce
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Client Testimonials: 
“My family said, ‘You hired a what?’ ‘Yes, a certified photo 

organizer’.  They are thrilled with the results.  We now have 
albums with photos and memorabilia dating from the 1800’s from 
my family and my late husband’s family.  Nancy saved me from my 
photo paralysis of where to begin and how to organize everything. 
Her ability to listen, encourage, suggest, and assist is amazing.  
She also offers invaluable services for photo and negative 
reproduction and preservation and anything needed to successfully 
archive your valuable memorabilia. What a wonderful and 
ongoing experience.” - Margaret

"When my mom and dad were watching the romantic DVD 
created by SoCal Photo Solutions - I could sense the emotion in 
the room. The way the pictures of their past love, melted right into 
the music. It was so touching to see my mom and dad falling in 
love back again; through images and music. I'm so grateful for 
what you created Nancy, thank you times a million!" - Kayvan

Since our first child was born almost eight years ago, we 
have taken countless photos, which are saved on various formats 
like CDs, DVDs, and memory cards. Doris has organized our tens 
of thousands of photos of our three children onto a single device so 
that we can now view our years of memories easily. We love to 
view photos of our kids at various ages and photos of family events 
that are all arranged conveniently by date and in clearly labeled 

folders. The photos can be shared online with friends and family 
members and are viewable on any device. All the photos are safely 
backed up in cloud storage so that we don’t have to worry about 
losing any of our memories. We are grateful that we were 
introduced to Doris and highly recommend her service to anyone 
who wants to organize and preserve priceless family memories.” -
Tiffany and Daniel Cohen

Cathi Nelson received her BS in Communications from the University 
of Connecticut (1981) and her MALS from Wesleyan University (1990).  
Prior to founding the Association of Personal Photo Organizers, she was in 
the top 1% of leadership with the direct sales company, Creative 
Memories. She has spoken on photo organizing at conferences throughout 
the U.S., including NAPO, NASMM, PMA, Roots Tech and Spark and 
Hustle and is a founding member of The Save Your Photos Alliance. 

Lisa Kurtz is the Director of Operations and Training at APPO and a 
seventeen-year veteran in the photo industry. Prior to APPO, Lisa owned 
and operated her own Photo Organizing business. Formerly a top-level 
leader in the Canadian market for Creative Memories, Lisa provided sales 
training and leadership coaching for a large organization that reached 2.5 
million dollars in annual sales and was a frequent speaker and trainer at 
numerous National and Regional Conferences.   
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